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Following the American conquest of Okinawa in June 1945, the Japanese military 
anticipated that the Allies planned to invade the four main islands of Japan. Across 
Japan, 4,335,500 soldiers and sailors anxiously waited for what they believed to be the 
final campaign of the war. But to everyone’s surprise, no such invasion came. Instead, 
the war abruptly ended on August 15, 1945, without a single Allied soldier setting foot 
on mainland Japan. This talk explores how soldiers and sailors within Japan reacted to 
defeat during the critical weeks after Japan’s surrender. Between August 15 and late 
September 1945, morale and discipline within military units across Japan underwent a 
wholesale collapse. Over the following weeks, tens of thousands of military deserters 
and demobilized servicemen engaged in widescale looting of military and civilian 
facilities. By the end of September 1945, much of the goods looted by former soldiers 
and sailors ended up resold for significant profit on Japan’s bourgeoning postwar black 
market. Using data from Japanese military police (Kenpeitai) reports, I argue that looting 
by demobilized servicemen and their officers profoundly tarnished the Japanese 
military’s reputation in the eyes of the public and severed what few bonds remained 
between the Imperial Japanese military and Japan’s people.  
 

 

 

November 6, 2024, 5:30pm (JST) / 9:30am (CET) 
"Just Like Defeated Soldiers:" The Imperial Japanese 
Military and the Looting of Post-Surrender Japan 
Samuel P. Porter, Independent Scholar 

Samuel P. Porter is a historian of modern Japan who specializes in the study of the prewar Japanese 
military and the early Cold War Period. He received his Ph.D. and M.A. in history from the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison. His research interests include Japanese foreign policy, Japanese colonial history, 
and the demobilization and reintegration of Japanese Second World War veterans. 

About: 
The DIJ Study Group is a forum for scholars from all 
disciplines conducting research on contemporary or 
modern Japan. The event is open to all.  
This session is organized by Isaac Gagne. 
 

 

 Hybrid Event: 
On-site participation: please register via email to  
gagne@dijtokyo.org until November 5, 2024. 
Online participation: please register via our webpage.  

 
Venue: 
Online and DIJ Tokyo: https://www.dijtokyo.org/access/ 
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